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Dear Residents, 
 
I have heard first hand accounts from our residents and 
local community based agencies that individuals and 
families in Ward 20 are significantly affected by the 
current economic crisis.   Our local Out of the Cold 
programs and food banks have doubled the numbers of 
people they are serving. 
 
I have also known for a long time that residents and 
business in our community are extremely generous with 
their time, money and resources.  Our local programs 
have also told me that they have seen the number of 
people volunteering double in recent months. 
 
Given this, I have pulled together a brief listing of 
resources, programs and services that can help.  211 is 
a telephone service that can also answer questions and 
direct you to community services that may not be listed 
here.  You can also access 211 services on-line at: 
http://www.211toronto.ca/index.jsp  
 
If you would like to volunteer or make a donation to one 
of our many social service agencies, 211 can provide 
you with a range of options and contact information.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome Home: A Guide to Services for Tenants 

 
Programs and services to help residents and businesses are even more important in times of 
economic uncertainty. The City of Toronto is working to improve its services to help Torontonians – 
especially seniors, youth and people looking for work.  
 
This year, Shelter, Support and Housing Administration created its first guide to services for new 
tenants. Created with the help of clients and the staff of community agencies and other city divisions, 
the goal of this guide is to provide a one-stop source of information that details how to live on a 
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limited budget, where to find services, such as drop in centres, educational resources, food banks, 
free or low cost meals, legal support and health care information.  This guide also has information on 
rent banks which provide short-term loans to help people when they can not pay their rent. 
 
For a PDF of Welcome Home: A Guide to Services for Tenants: 
http://www.toronto.ca/housing/pdf/WelcomeGuide_09_WEB.pdf  
 
 

Food Banks in Ward 20 

 
Throughout Toronto, the demand for food banks has gone up 
and donations are desperately needed. 
 
There are dozens of food banks throughout Toronto, each with 
their own area of service. For a referral to a food bank near you, 
call Daily Bread at 416-203-0050 or visit www.211toronto.ca.  
 
Please note that most food banks require users to provide proof 
of address, identification and income verification. Rules for using 
food banks can vary. Ask about them when calling to make an 
appointment. 
 
If you are interested in donating to a food bank in your area, 
please consider contacting the organization ahead of time for 
more details about the kind of food that is needed. 
 
Below is a list of a number of food banks in Ward 20. 
(They are also shown on the map on the next page.) 
 

 
1. Walmer Road Baptist Church Food Bank 
 
Located in the heart of the Annex, the Walmer Road Baptist Church Food Bank serves approximately 
70-80 people every Monday night. 
 
Location:   188 Lowther Avenue, 1st floor 
Hours of operation:  Mondays, 6:30-7:45pm 
Contact:  416-924-1121 or foodbank@walmer.ca 
Website:   www.walmer.ca  
 
Donations can be accepted anytime at the 188 Lowther location in a bin at the side door. On 
Saturday Dec 12, the church will be having a food drive from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Neighbours are 
invited to come to the Walmer Center at 188 Lowther with their donations. 
 
2. University of Toronto Food and Clothing Bank 
Students can register for this service by bringing in a print-out of their current timetable from ROSI 
and a valid University of Toronto student identification card. This service is operational year round. 
 
Location:   New College, Wetmore Hall, Room 50 in the basement 
Hours of operation:  Fridays, 12:00-3:00 pm 
Contact:   416-978-4911 x 224, terri@utsu.ca 
Website:   http://www.familycare.utoronto.ca/financial_resources/fcb.html 
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3. Knox Presbyterian Church 
Last year, through the generosity of the Knox congregation, 80-90 youth who visited their food bank 
weekly were fed a hot, home-cooked meal and given a bag of groceries. 
 
Location:   630 Spadina Avenue 
Hours of Operation:  Tuesdays 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm. 
Contact:   416-921-8993 
Website:   http://www.knoxtoronto.org/ministries/outreach.html  
 
4. Fort York Food Bank 
The Fort York Food Bank's Food Program provides low-income individuals and families with a three-
day supply of groceries. FYFB is a member agency of the Daily Bread Food Bank. Its assigned 
service area covers the Westside of downtown Toronto, from Yonge to Dovercourt, Lake Ontario to 
Bloor. 
 
Location: 797 Dundas Street West 
Hours of operation: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Contact: (416) 203-3011 
Website: www.fyfb.com  
 
Specialty Food Banks: 
 
Halal Food and Essential Items Bank 
 
Location:    
Muslim Welfare Centre of Toronto,  
100 McLevin Avenue, Suite 4 & 4A 
 
Hours of Operation:   
Monday - Thursday 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
 
Contact:    
416-335-9994  
Website:    
www.muslimwelfarecentre.com  
 
Ontario Vegetarian Food Bank 
 
Location and Hours of Operation:  
2370 Midland Avenue, Main Floor, Suite B5  
(Saturday 3 p.m.-6 p.m.);  
2400 Finch Avenue West, Suite 10  
(Saturday 10 a.m.-noon) 
Contact: 416-744-4357  
Website: www.vegfoodbank.ca  
 



4 of 19 

Out of the Cold programs 

 
There are services for homeless people in Toronto year round, including emergency shelter, drop in, 
housing assistance, and 24-hour street outreach. But when winter arrives, Toronto steps up the 
response even more out of safety concerns. Homeless people do not need to stay outside. 
 
The Out of the Cold program is a volunteer initiative that consists of congregations from faith groups, 
community members and advocates who provide safe refuge, hospitality and emergency shelter to 
the homeless community throughout the City of Toronto 
 
For a listing of Out of the Cold centres throughout Toronto, visit: www.ootc.ca. 
  
If you need help finding emergency shelter, call 311 or the Assessment and Referral Centre, free 
from any pay phone, at 1-877-338-3398.  
 
Below is a listing of Out of the Cold programs in Ward 20. 
 
1. Evangel Hall 
Location:     
522 Adelaide Street West (East of Bathurst) 
Evenings and Hours of Operation:  
Tuesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:00 am 
Wednesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:00 am 
 
2. St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Location:     
139 McCaul Street (McCaul and Dundas) 
Evenings and Hours of Operation:   
Sundays, 4:00 pm – 7:00am 
 
 
3. Chinese Gospel (Men only) 
Location:      
450 Dundas Street West (East of Spadina) 
Evenings and Hours of Operation:  
6:00 pm – 7:30 am 
 
4. University Settlement House 
Location:      
23 Grange Road (McCaul, north of Queen) 
Evenings and Hours of Operation:   
Sundays, 5:30 pm – 6:30 am 
Fridays, 6:30 pm – 6:30 am 
Saturdays, 5:30 pm – 6:30 am 
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A Christmas Carol: A Fundraiser for the University of Toronto Food & Clothing Bank 

 
The UofT Food and Clothing Bank is a service available to all students attending the University of 
Toronto. 
 
Join volunteers and students for a dramatic reading of Charles 
Dickens' timeless classic     "A Christmas Carol" with music by the 
U of T Faculty of Music.  
 
Special guest readers include: Ralph Benmergui, TV & Radio Host, 
Journalist; Bob McDonald, TV & Radio Host, Journalist; David Gardner, 
TV & Theatre Actor; Allie Hughes, Singer, Songwriter, Actor 
 
Date:            Wednesday, December 9th, 2009 
Time:            7:00 - 9:30pm 
Location:     The Great Hall @ Hart House  
                     7 Hart House Circle, University of Toronto 
 

  
Tickets available at: U ofT Tix Box Office www.uofttix.ca  
416-978-8849     General Admission: $21, Students: $15 
 

 
City Service Updates & Announcements 
 

Update on Recent Changes to Commercial Garbage Collection 

 
The City of Toronto’s recently made changes to solid waste collection for commercial businesses. As 
of November 1, 2009, commercial collection has been reduced to once a week, with garbage, 
recycling and organic waste collected on the same night and on the same schedule as residents 
living above businesses. One of the goals of this change is to keep the street as tidy as possible by 
coordinating collection to a single night per week for both businesses and residences. 
 
I have concerns about this change and I have heard from many businesses that the reduction in 
service to once per week collection is difficult for them. Some of the concerns I have heard about are 
that businesses do not have enough green bins to store their organic waste for a full week, and/or 
lack storage space on their property to store more bins. 
 
I have raised these concerns with the Mayor’s office and senior staff in the Solid Waste Management 
division. I have been assured that Solid Waste Management will work with businesses to address 
these concerns on a case-by-case basis. Staff can conduct a site visit at your business to try and 
address any concerns. Some of the options they can provide at no cost include: 
 
• Providing additional Green Bins if more bins are needed; 
• Providing additional collection service if there are significant storage constraints. 
 
If you would like to request a site visit to assess your needs, please contact my office at: 
 
Phone:  416-392-4044    E-mail:  Councillor_Vaughan@toronto.ca  
 
Please provide your business name, address, phone number, and contact name. My staff will 
send this to Solid Waste Management staff to get in touch with you and arrange a site visit.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact my office with any questions or if you require any assistance. 
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3Rs Ambassador Volunteer Program 

 
Do you live in a multi-residential building? Want to help your building divert more waste from landfills, 
while helping to save your building money? 
 
The City of Toronto’s Solid Waste Management Services has initiated a new waste diversion program 
called the 3Rs Ambassador Volunteer Program to help apartments, co-ops and condominiums divert 
more of their waste from landfill.  
 
Through the 3Rs Ambassador Volunteer Program, multi-unit residents can volunteer to help their 
building divert more waste by promoting the 3Rs: REDUCE, REUSE, and RECYCLE.  With tools, 
resources, and support from City Staff, residents can create a custom waste diversion education 
program that will work for their building and the residents that live there.  
 
The program is looking to promote and recruit volunteers to join the program.   
 
The first volunteer recruitment session will be held on Monday, November 30, 2009. An additional 
session may be held in mid-January 2010. 
 
Date:   Monday, November 30, 2009 
Time:   7:00 - 9:00 pm 
Location:  Metro Hall, 55 John Street (King & John), Room: 308/309 
 
If you know of anyone that might be interested in becoming a 3Rs Ambassador, please visit the 
program website at http://www.toronto.ca/3rs or contact Charlotte Ueta at 416-392-9961 or 
cueta@toronto.ca for additional information. 
 
 
City Policy Work 
 
 
New Billboard Sign By-law & Update 

The City of Toronto’s ambitious program to create a new sign by-law that sets out a city wide 
standard to regulate permanent signs (outdoor advertising) is finally before City Council this week.  

Sign types regulated by this new by-law will include: fascia and wall signs, free-standing signs and 
advertising billboards. Since Toronto’s amalgamation in 1998, the sign by-laws of former 
municipalities have continued to apply.  

There has been much debate over how the City should regulate this type of signage, what the fees 
should be and how they should be collected.   

For me, the key points of the debate are that: 

� the City has a responsibility to bring a renegade industry under control, by regulating 
placement, size and types of signage within the public realm; and  

� residents should not be forced to pay for this through tax increases, but rather that the 
industry itself, can and should, finance the costs of administering and monitoring the industry.    

The fees that are being proposed are essentially a tax on a specific industry that will pay for the costs 
to the City of licensing and monitoring a specific industry. 
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I also believe that any excess revenues from the proposed billboard licensing fees, if there are in fact 
any excess revenues, could be applied to residential tax reductions or sustaining the City’s support 
for the arts community.  

Beautiful City, Billboard Free Campaign info 
 
BeautifulCity.ca is a city building initiative that aims to beautify, democratize and diversify access to 
public space, and in turn -- hold companies investing in billboard advertising accountable for their 
impact on shared spaces through an annual license fee.  The Beautiful City Alliance is comprised of 
more than 70 community based groups and arts organizations, that are working together to advocate 
for a Beautiful City Billboard Fee (BCBF). 
 
The Beautiful City Billboard Fee (BCBF) would see a charge paid by billboard advertisers through an 
annual license fee. Revenue would be dedicated to bylaw enforcement and art in the public sphere. A 
priority would be placed on funding marginalized communities and youth art and distributed through 
arms-length or peer jury processes. Specific objectives of the BCBF include:  

• Urban beautification & employment for artists  
• More funding for tracking & policing billboard advertisers  
• Helping move Toronto towards a pedestrian focused aesthetic  
• Promoting community ownership of public spaces  
• Diversifying access to public communication  

Close to 500 Ward 20 residents submitted postcards and letters and called in their support for the 
Beautiful City, Billboard Free Campaign. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have taken the time to contact me about this important issue.   
 
 
Parks Updates 

 
If you have visited the Community Maps section of our website recently – you may have noticed 
new “green dots” identifying our local parks.  I want to thank all of the parks enthusiasts in Ward 
20 who provided photos and information about each park.  These photographs, histories and 
improvement plans are now accessible on our website.    
 
To view the entries, go to www.ward20.ca and choose the “community map” for your 
neighbourhood.  The “green dot” feature on the maps is interactive – when you click on a green 
dot detailed information about that specific park will display.  
 
Believe it or not, Ward 20 is home to 53 parks and parkettes.   
 
This Parks Initiative is a companion to the Planning Initiative for Ward 20 which is already 
underway. Compiling this information was a first step. Our goal is create a communication 
strategy to share ideas and information about our parks as a way to facilitate greater community 
participation to address local needs in our parks.   
 
Early in the Spring of 2010 we will be in touch to invite you and your neighbours to a general 
Community Meeting on Parks.  
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Neighbourhood Updates 
 
In this issue, we are trying a new approach to organizing our updates.  In the past we have presented 
information by subject – but we have heard from readers that sometime the volume of information is 
too much to read in one sitting.  This month we are presenting neighbourhood sections – so you can 
focus on the events and issues closest to home first and enjoy the rest of our updates at your leisure.   
 
Our newsletters are for you – please let us know what changes, improvements or issues you would 
like to see more of. Send your feedback to Councillor_Vaughan@toronto.ca with the subject line 
“communication feedback” 
 
Annex-Dupont launches BIA! 

 
Thanks to the hard work and dedication of Dupont Street businesses, who expressed interested in 
pulling together to better their community and make improvements to their street – the Annex-Dupont 
Business Improvement Area (BIA) has been officially approved by City Council and will hold its first 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) this week!  
 
Located at the northern edge of the Annex neighbourhood and just south of Casa Loma, the Annex-
Dupont BIA consists of an interesting mix of specialty stores, restaurants, professional services, a 
drug store, and an LCBO.  
 
The BIA will provide an opportunity to brand the area as a destination and take better advantage of its 
location on a subway line and close to Casa Loma and other major tourist attractions. The new BIA 
will also enhance opportunities to improve the pedestrian realm and encourage local shopping.  
 
At this week’s AGM, the Annex-Dupont BIA will nominate a Board of Management, approve their 
budget and consider proposed programs for 2010.  
 
Congratulations and many thanks must go out to everyone who worked to help make one of Ward 
20’s newest BIAs a reality. I look forward to working with the Annex-Dupont BIA on projects, 
programs and events in the future.  
 
Taddle Creek Park Public Meeting 

 
Join Councillor Vaughan and City of Toronto’s Parks, Forestry and Recreation at an open house to 
present plans for a Revitalization Strategy for Taddle Creek Park in the Annex community at the 
corner of Lowther Avenue and Bedford Road.   
 
Date:  Wednesday December 2, 2009 
Time:  7-9 p.m. 
Location:  Friends House - Meeting Room, 60 Lowther Ave. 
 
New park design features will encircle a fountain plaza with an artist’s sculpture. Park design includes 
a new playground, bench seating and seat walls, new plaza paving and many new plantings. We 
invite the local community to attend this meeting and give your suggestions and feedback on the 
design for the park. 
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Bloor Corridor Visioning Study 

 
The Bloor Corridor Visioning Study, which was completed in consultation with area residents and 
stakeholders, was approved by the Toronto and East York Community Council on November 10. The 
study will provide a set of urban design guidelines and Official Plan Amendments that will help guide 
future development of the built-form along Bloor Street between Avenue Road and Bathurst Street. 
The goal of the study is to protect the character and liveability of the neighbourhoods along this 
stretch of Bloor. City Council will vote on the urban design guidelines and Official Plan Amendments 
that have been brought forward as a result of this study during its meeting this week.  
 
For more information on the Bloor Corridor Visioning Study, please visit:  
http://www.toronto.ca/planning/bloorcorridor.htm 
 
 
Harbord Village Heritage Conservation District Approved! 

 
On November 10, the Toronto and East York Community Council voted in favour of establishing the 
Harbord Village Conservation District, Phase 2, which would protect the much-valued heritage 
characteristics of another section of the Harbord Village neighbourhood. The Conservation District 
includes properties on Robert Street between College Street and Bloor Street, with a number of 
adjoining properties on the west side of Spadina Crescent and Avenue. A number of properties on 
Sussex Avenue and Russell Street from Spadina Avenue and Crescent to Robert Street would also 
be protected. 
 
This week, Toronto City Council will vote on this new Heritage Conservation District (HCD). A big 
thank you must go out to the Harbord Village Residents’ Association whose hard work and dedication 
has helped make this HCD a reality. 
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2009/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-24721.pdf 
 
 
Public Meeting about Improvements to Sally Bird Park and Cecil Street Parkette 

 
Sally Bird Park (on Brunswick Ave, north of Harbord St) and Cecil Parkette (NE corner of Cecil and 
Huron Streets) have received infrastructure funding through the Recreational Infrastructure Canada 
Program (RInC), funded by Federal, Provincial and Municipal governments.  
 
Date:  Tuesday, December 8, 2009 
Time:  6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Location: Lillian H. Smith Library, 239 College St (at Huron),  
                        Room BC (basement) 
 
Join Councillor Vaughan and Parks, Forestry and Recreation staff to set priorities 
and develop a design for playground improvements to these neighbourhood 
parks. 
 
Under the regulations of this funding, the money must be spent by March 2011 
on improvements to the playgrounds at these parks, and cannot be used at any 
other location. 
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Kensington Market to establish a BIA! 

 
After many months (and years) of talk and organizing amongst 
businesses, property owners and residents of Kensington 
Market an official City sponsored Business Improvement Area 
(BIA) will be launched in early 2010. 
 
In the poll conducted by the City Clerk about the creation of a 
Kensington Market Business Improvement Area (BIA) there was 
unanimous support for the BIA!   
 
The staff report is available on-line on the City’s website.   
Here is a link if you would like to review the report: 
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2009/ed/bgrd/backgroundfile-24839.pdf 
 
The next step in the process is for the Kensington Market BIA Steering Committee members to 
convene an inaugural meeting of the BIA.   Although a date has not been set yet – this will likely be 
early in the new year.   
 
The agenda for this first meeting will be to approve a budget, select nominees for the Board of 
Management and to appoint an auditor.  All commercial property owners and all business tenants are 
members of the BIA and can vote at the inaugural meeting.  We will let you know as soon as a date 
has been set.  
 
Thank you for your support in engaging the market in creating the BIA.  I hope you will join me in 
extending special thanks to Ozzie (Casa Acoreana), Tom (Tom’s Place), Mika (Good Egg), Danny 
(Zimmerman’s), Wanda and David (Wanda’s Pie in the Sky) for their leadership and hard work. 
 
 

Kensington Market: Parks and the Public Realm Charette  

 
This past Saturday there was a great meeting about Parks and the 
Public Realm in Kensington Market.  
 
Along with my office and city staff, many community partners 
worked together to host this event for Kensington residents, 
including Kensington Market Action Committee, Bellevue Square 
Park Residents Association, St. Stephen’s Community House, 
Green Culture Festival and Toronto Western Hospital. 
 
Bellevue Square Park, Sonya’s Park and other open, publicly 
owned spaces in the Market are well-loved and used by many 
residents and visitors all year long.  Over the past couple of years, 
various ideas, projects and suggestions for improvements have been made.  

 
 
This goal of the charette was to generate ideas, build a priority list 
and plan for these treasured neighbourhood assets as a community. 
 
A report of the day’s discussions along with the drawings will be 
shared early in the New Year. Thanks again to everyone who gave 
up their Saturday and contributed their time and ideas to the 
charette. 
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Kensington Community School and Central Technical School – Possible Pool Closures 

 
 
Staff, parents and community members around 
Kensington Community School near Bathurst and 
College and Central Technical School near Bathurst and 
Harbord are fighting to keep their pools open.  The 
Toronto District School Board does not have the 
operating funds to keep them open, but the Province of 
Ontario has agreed to make repairs to schools slated for 
closure if they can come up with the operating costs by 
the end of the year.  Once repairs are made, the schools 
can attract more renters to keep them open. 
   
 

 
For more information, or if you think you can help, please contact: 
 
Kensington Community School:  
401 College St.  
(One block East of Bathurst)  
416-393-1290 
kory@remembernetwork.ca or info@letsmakewaves.ca 
 
  
For those of you who could not attend, there's still time for you to help! 

• Help us identify swim groups that would permit the pool  
• Help us find organizations that would donate money to 

save the pool  
• Help us find coordinators to organize a community 

swim program  
• Spread the word about the critical need to save this 

community resource!  
• Email your local publicly elected officials TODAY and 

tell them you don’t want this pool to close. Tell others 
to email them too. Ask them to find a solution to help 
save your community school pool. TDSB School 
Trustee Chris Bolton: chris.bolton@tdsb.on.ca  

• Donate any amount of money to save this pool. 
Donations over $20 will receive a taxable donation 
receipt. Donate online at www.CanadaHelps.org  

• Where it says “I want to give to”: Enter Charity Name or 
Keyword, type in Toronto Community Foundation and 
click on “Search”. Click on “Donate Now” and Swim 
Toronto Fund. In “Fund/Designation” pull down menu, 
select “Swim Toronto Fund”. 
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Alexandra Park  

 
Recipe for Community – Cookbook available for the holiday season! 
 
The Recipe for Community project is supporting Alexandra Park residents with the tools to build a 
stronger and safer community and strengthen a sense of belonging within their neighbourhood.  A 
resident-inspired partnership between the Toronto Community Foundation, City of Toronto and 
Toronto Community Housing, this project blends four key ingredients: food, convening, youth 
engagement and neighbourhood beautification. 
 
The latest endeavour by the Recipe for Community project is to share the stories of Alexandra Park 
with the rest of the city through recipes.  "A Pinch of This: Recipes from Alexandra Park" is a 
cookbook that will be available for the holiday season.  
 
"A Pinch of This: Recipes from Alexandra Park” features recipes collected from the neighbourhood 
to showcase the rich diversity of its residents, their stories and favourite dishes. Food writer Marion 
Kane has tested and endorsed the recipes, including one of Mayor David Miller’s favourites.  
 
Money raised from sales of the book will go to the Alexandra Park Green Space Collective to fund a 
community cooking program and gardens. The book is available for purchase for $5 by calling 416-
678-3439 or emailing greenspacecollective@yahoo.ca. 
 
Revitalization Updates 
 
Residents from Atkinson Co-op and Toronto Community Housing living in Alexandra Park have been 
involved in a planning process for community revitalization.  
 
Urban Strategies Inc. has been hired by Toronto Community Housing to develop a revitalization plan 
with the community.   
 
Over the past few months residents have been engaged through community animator surveys, 
community meetings, agencies and the Visioning Committee, where they have discussed various 
topics from green spaces and connectivity to housing designs and employment. The revitalization 
planning process is an opportunity for residents to help re-shape their community physically and 
socially to better meet their needs.  
 
In the coming months, the planning team will continue to work with residents to develop and refine 
physical options for the potential revitalization of Alexandra Park.  
 
For more information on revitalization planning please email alexandra.park@torontohousing.ca, or 
call 416.981.4372 
 

 
Scadding Court wins the William P. Hubbard Race Relations Award 

 
As part of the City of Toronto’s annual program to celebrate Human Rights Day (December 10) seven 
residents and three organizations have received awards for their efforts to advance human rights in 
Toronto.   
 
Their work is contributing to the elimination of violence, racism, sexism, homophobia, homelessness, 
hate crimes, hunger, poverty and illiteracy in Toronto.  
 
The 2009 recipients of the Access, Equity and Human Rights Awards are:  
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� Aboriginal Affairs Award: Kimberly Murray 
� Access Award for Disability Issues: John Rae, Birchmount Bluffs Neighbourhood Centre, 

Committee for Accessible AIDS Treatment 
� Constance E. Hamilton Award on the Status of Women: Ann Buller, Sonja Greckol 
� Pride Award for Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Two Spirited Issues: John Campey 
� William P. Hubbard Award for Race Relations: Adrienne Shadd, Paul Nguyen, Scadding Court 

Community Centre  
 
These awards recognize achievements and mark the anniversary of human rights charter.  
Biographies of the recipients can be found on the City’s website at 
http://www.toronto.ca/civicawards/2009winners.htm. 
 
* * * *  

 
As you likely know, Scadding Court Community Centre (SCCC) is a multi-service community centre 
with a long history of innovation and leadership in race relations.  
 
The agency’s long-time focus on race relations intensified in 2002, when, in response to local 
tensions, it brought together 13 local stakeholders to form the Alexandra Park Community Race 
Relations Task team to promote positive race relations. Along with an awards program and a 
children’s poster contest and campaign, the task team identified systemic issues at play locally. This 
inspired the development of projects that continue to have a public and positive impact on race 
relations, both locally and across the city. 
 
At Scadding Court, race relations and other social issues are dealt with in two ways. Specific and 
targeted projects, programs and events tackle issues of race relations head on. Other programs use 
recreation, education and social programming to create inclusive environments and opportunities 
which provide safe spaces for dialogue and mutual understanding. 
 
In response to tensions between local youth and police, again, the SCCC tackled the issue head-on. 
The Community Education & Access to Police Complaints (CEAPC) project made the complaints 
system more accessible. Partnering with 39 other agencies across Toronto, the service combines 
public education with support for complainants. 
 
Other programs that promote the elimination of inequity and racism include sending youth to work 
with marginalized communities in other countries, summer camps that emphasize the integration of 
newcomers and children with disabilities, and work with the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 
for equity-related change. 
 
Please join me in extending congratulations to the staff and volunteers of Scadding Court Community 
Centre. 
 
Toronto is at the forefront of social change - and it is important that we celebrate how far we've come, 
but we must never lose sight of, or become complacent about injustice, oppression or inequality. 
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Buffalo Bills Game at Rogers Centre – Road Closures 

 
On the evening of Thursday December 3, 2009, the Buffalo Bills will be playing the next in their series 
of football games at the Rogers Centre.  
 
Following NFL security policies regarding street closures within a certain radius of any stadium where 
a game is being played, there will once again be street closures in the area around the Rogers Centre 
for the game. The street closures are detailed on the map below. 
 
The tailgate party taking place before the football game will be happening south-east of the CN 
Tower, between 3-8pm. The football game begins at 8:20pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
These roads will be closed between 4:00pm to midnight on Thursday December 3, except the 
eastbound lane on Bremner Blvd, which will be closed from 6:30pm to midnight. 
 
The event organizers are contacting the affected buildings directly to provide information about the 
road closures and access arrangements for residents. Further information is online at 
http://www.billsintoronto.com/.  
 



15 of 19 

New Park in Cityplace Update 

 
I realize many of you - particularly residents of Cityplace - are anxiously awaiting the opening of the 
spectacular new park on Fort York Boulevard, which was built by Concord Adex. Although 
construction was substanially completed in the fall of 2009, a number of technical details (like hydro 
connections for lighting), transfer of the ownership from the developer to the City, and access 
agreements for the park over adjacent private property are still being finalized.  Please be assured 
that City staff, Concord Adex and my office are working hard to resolve these matters and will let you 
know when the park is “open.”  
 
In the meantime, following a public process to find a name for this amazing new park - Toronto East 
York Community Council adopted the name Canoe Landing.  

More than 150 submissions were received from Torontonians through the “Name the Park” 
contest that was sponsored by Parks, Forestry and Recreation staff, my office and Spacing 
Magazine. 
 
The jury that reviewed the submissions and recommended the name included: 
 
� Dionne Brand, Toronto’s Poet Laureate 
� The Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, former Governor General of Canada 
� Barbara Hall, former Mayor of Toronto and Chief Commissioner, Ontario Human Rights 

Commission 
� Stephen Otto, Friends of Fort York 
� Charles Pachter, Toronto Artist 
� Alan Vihant, Concord Adex  
 

 
 
The name, Canoe Landing, is a combination of several park name submissions:  
  
Canoe 
“The big canoe park represents a renewed sense of urban community space in the heart of the new 
CityPlace neighbourhood in the ward 20 area of the city's waterfront, entertainment and financial 
district.” 
 
“Simple, understandable, and as the sculpture so aptly points out, canoes would once  have been on 
this beach.” 
  
“It will be called this ANYWAY since it’s the most prominent component of the park. And it sounds 
good.” 
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“I propose that the park be called "Red Canoe Park" simply because that is how everyone will refer to 
it from now on. The red canoe is distinctive and highly visible, and that is going to be the most 
recognizable way to identify it. Whatever name you give it, that's what people will call it. May as well 
make it official.“ 
  
The canoe reference in the name gives an indirect recognition to its well-known designer, Canadian 
writer and artist Douglas Coupland, who came up with the idea.  
  
 
Landing 
“Landing takes the water features of the park (the canoe, fishing bobbers, etc.) into account as well: 
After all, a landing is a place where boats congregate to load and unload their goods.” 
  
With the parks proximity to the waterfront and location where the shoreline and harbour formerly were 
the site literally was a “landing.”  
  
Toronto is also a “landing place” for thousands of newcomers to Canada. 
 
By way of background, here is the Artist’s Statement for the park: 
 

The design of Toronto’s newest park at Concord CityPlace draws on the imagination of award 
winning designers PFS working with one of Canada’s most creative visual artists and authors, 
Douglas Coupland. The essence of the park was to create a soul where one didn’t exist – to give life 
to the land.  
 
Another key factor was also the fact that soon enough there are going to be thousands of people 
living there, and these people will have to form a community — so then how to give them a space 
they can share? 
 
The two big moves were to establish a new relationship between the park site and Lake Ontario, and, 
of course, to build in the Miracle Mile.  
 
The three main constructed pieces—the Canoe, the Dam and the Bobbers—are about water and the 
history of both Toronto and the country. The Canoe aims at both the lake and at the Gardiner 
Expressway, and in doing so creates a communal and almost giddy sense of friendliness, while the 
Dam and the Bobbers create a sense of futuristic Canadian energy. All three pieces aim to point 
people into the future, using the past as a propellant.  
 
A special tribute to Toronto can be found in the series of images forming the Terry Fox miracle mile 
running path. Following the markers allows each visitor to complete Terry’s journey. 
 
The landscaping is a way of creating various planes and surfaces that make people feel that they’re 
not only in a city, but also in a larger national landscape that is both civilized and wild. The park is 
meant to be active, joyful and celebratory - A place for families, dogs and perhaps even the odd 
beaver. 
 
I would like to extend thanks and appreciation to Spacing Magazine, all of the jurors and residents 
who contributed their creativity and time to this process. 
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New Book Celebrates 10th Anniversary of the Toronto Music Garden 

 
A popular City of Toronto garden is celebrating a milestone: The award-
winning Toronto Music Garden turned 10 in 2009. Originally a vacant piece of 
former industrial land, it has been transformed into a 2.5 acre public garden 
based on the First Suite for Unaccompanied Cello by J.S. Bach. The garden 
is the result of a creative collaboration between garden designer Julie Moir 
Messervy and cellist Yo-Yo Ma to interpret in nature the music of Bach.   
 
The Toronto Music Garden has become an integral part of the City of 
Toronto’s waterfront park system. In tribute to the garden’s anniversary, 
author and landscape designer Julie Moir Messervy has released The 
Toronto Music Garden: Inspired by Bach in partnership with the City of 
Toronto and Margaret and Jim Fleck. With an introduction by Yo-Yo Ma, the 
book describes the inspiration, design and execution for this unique 
waterfront park. Gorgeous colour photographs and sketch renderings 
transport readers to the many paths and gathering places along the musical 
journey. Readers will enjoy the book’s comprehensive tour of the garden’s six 
‘rooms’, each an interpretation of the traditional dance forms featured in the 
cello suite’s six movements. A list of plant materials used in each ‘room’ will 
provide readers with ideas to assist in creating their own gardens.  
 
 
The new book is currently available for sale on-line from the Toronto Parks and Trees Foundation. 
The cost of the book is $15 plus tax. Orders can be placed by contacting: 
 
Phone:  416-397-5178   E-mail: vcroswe@toronto.ca   Web www.torontoparksandtrees.org  
 
The book can also be purchased at Bounty at Harbourfront Centre or at the Toronto Botanical Garden 
bookstore.  For more information about the Toronto Music Garden, visit the City’s website: 
www.toronto.ca/parks/music_index.htm    
 
 
Fort York Visitors Centre Open House 

 
Come to City Hall to view and comment on the designs that have emerged from the Fort York Visitor 
Centre Design Competition! The Fort York Visitor Centre is key to the revitalization of the Fort York 
National Historic Site. The centre is scheduled for completion for the Bicentennial Commemoration of 
the War of 1812 in June 2012 
 
Five design teams were selected to participate in the competition from a field of 31 who submitted 
their proposals following a Call for Expressions of Interest. The five firms are: Baird Sampson Neuert 
Architects, Diamond Schmitt Architects, du Toit Allsopp Hillier/du Toit Architects Limited, Patkau 
Architects Inc with Kearns Mancini Architects Inc, and rawdesign with Gareth Hoskins Architects. 
 
Dates:  Friday December 4 – Sunday December 6, 2009 
Times:  Noon to 6pm daily 
Location: Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen St W, Members’ Lounge 
 
You are welcome to attend on any of the 3 days to offer your feedback on the designs but local 
residents are specifically invited to a Special Neighbourhood Meet & Greet on Sunday, December 6 
from 3-5 pm. 
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Canada Malting Silos 

 
On October 21, 2009, Councillor Vaughan hosted a public meeting regarding the Canada Malting 
Silos to receive residents’ feedback about next steps on these structures in the Bathurst Quay 
neighbourhood.  
 
The Canada Malting Silos are heritage designated structures that have been recognized by the 
federal, provincial and municipal governments as having significant heritage value. However, at 
present, the silos are in poor condition and require work to stabilize them.  
 

Over the years there have been a number 
of proposals around the Canada Malting 
Silos site. In recent years the site was being 
considered as a site for a Toronto Museum, 
however these discussions have concluded.  
 
A group of city staff from City Planning, 
Heritage Preservation Services, Urban 
Design, Facilities & Real Estate, Parks, and 
the Waterfront Secretariat has been working 
on options for the future of the site, and 
have reviewed materials including reports 
on the physical conditions of the silos, and 
the charette report about the Malting Silos 
done as part of the Toronto Museum Project 
planning.  
 

The concept put forward at the recent community meeting was developed by this staff working group. 
It is not a development proposal, but rather a process for moving forward on the site, particularly 
around the issues of access and public safety around the site, and clean-up and stabilization of the 
buildings.  
 
The concept proposes keeping the silos themselves, but demolishing the lower accessory buildings to 
the west of the silos for a development site that could packaged for the private sector to develop and 
generate funds to help stabilize and restore the silos rather than demolish them.  
 
Any development at the site would have to fund the stabilization of the silos as well as any benefits 
desired through the project. The city could set out strict regulations around this land parcel to ensure 
the community’s outcomes would be achieved. Some of these regulations could be around heights 
and densities of any buildings, creation of walkways and pedestrian access through the block, and 
restoration of the silos. The construction of a swimming pool for community use, which has long been 
a priority in this neighbourhood, could also be set out as a priority outcome for any development at 
this site.  
 
Residents in attendance at the meeting expressed a desire for more neighbourhood-scale retail and 
amenities (a pub, shops, pool) over a purely residential site. There was also feedback that a master 
plan was required for the site to plan it in relation to other uses in the area. 
 
About half of the residents in attendance expressed a desire for the silos to be demolished, and half 
wanted them to be preserved. However, because of the strong heritage designations of the Malting 
Silos, there would be significant consequences if the city chose to pursue demolition of the site. If the 
city consented to the demolition of the silos, it would be condoning demolition of heritage by neglect, 
and would make it much harder to deal with heritage property owners who want to demolish buildings 
with heritage value.  
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A working group of area residents and stakeholders has been formed to work with city staff on this 
proposal. The first meeting of this neighbourhood working group will be scheduled shortly. 
 
Some work is currently underway at the Malting Silos to create a walkway on the east side of the 
silos, to provide better access to Ireland Park and to create a continuous walkway along the water’s 
edge around the site. The work involves restoration of the dock wall and removal of the marine leg on 
the side of the Malting Silos. The funds for this work has already been budgeted and committed by 
the City. 
 
 
Join our team!  Councillor Vaughan is now accepting applications for volunteers 
 
Are you a people person? Are you interested in your neighbourhood and the City? 
 
Councillor Adam Vaughan is looking for a flexible, dynamic and organized person to volunteer in the 
office.  This position includes a combination of office work and community outreach: responding to 
telephone calls and email, filing, research, some writing and event planning in a fast-paced 
environment.  
 
If you are interested in gaining experience and contributing to the efforts of Councillor Vaughan and 
our team, send an email with the subject line “Volunteer Position” to councillor_vaughan@toronto.ca 
or call 416.392.4044.     
 
Please be sure to let us know your availability - days of the week, number of hours, when you can 
start, and how long you would like to work with us, in your application. 
 
The application deadline is Thursday, December 10, 2009.  You can also request a more detailed 
posting by contacting our office. 
 
Check out our website! 
 
For up to date information on community events, news and developments, check out our website at 
http://www.ward20.ca. If you are interested in finding out about the latest developments in your area, 
be sure to check out the Development Map where you can find information about a specific project in 
Ward 20 and its construction status.  
 
Contact us  
 
If you have a concern about your community or the ward you would like to discuss with  
Councillor Vaughan or our staff team, please call the office at 416-392-4044 or contact us by email: 
councillor_vaughan@toronto.ca 
 

Subscription information 
 
If you did not receive this e-newsletter directly from our office, but would like to subscribe, please 
send an email to councillor_vaughan@toronto.ca with the subject line “SUBSCRIBE” 
 
To unsubscribe, please send an email to councillor_vaughan@toronto.ca with the subject line 
“UNSUBSCRIBE” 
 


